                                                                                 

A SLICE OF J1 ADVICE – MONTAUK

INTRODUCTION
LONG ISLAND is the largest and longest island in the United States. A large body of  water, the Peconic Bay, splits the eastern end to form two narrow peninsulas, commonly referred to as two forks. At Montauk, the extreme tip of the South Fork, the northern side opens to the waters of Block Island Sound with the Atlantic Ocean on the southern side.

Montauk is always a very popular destination for J1 travellers. It is a seasonal resort town and is an ideal spot for those who would like to spend a relaxing summer by the beach working in restaurants/bars or doing other seasonal work. Surfers travel from far and wide to be challenged by the surf of Ditch Plains, while sun worshippers enjoy the white sands of ocean and bay coastlines. Along with numerous outdoor activities, there are many historical sight to explore.

www.onmontauk.com
www.montauksun.com
www.greenportonline.com
www.easthampton.com
www.mountak-online.com
www.mountaksnugharbor.com
www.mountakyachtclub.com
Montauk has the oldest lighthouse in the state authorized under President George Washington in 1792; which is now a Museum and Gift shop.

Montauk is a major tourist destination and it boasts six state parks.

Montauk is 5 hours behind Ireland.

TRANSPORT
To get to Montauk you will be using the Long Island Rail Road. The train leaves from Penn Station, which is located between the 7th Ave and 8th on the 34th Street. The station in Montauk is located at Edgemere St. & Firestone Lane. This service runs regularly three or four times a day. The journey time is about 3hrs and 30mins. The one-way fare is $19. For further information visit: www.lirr.org.

DIRECTIONS FROM  NEW ENGLAND & NY

From New England, you can take the Cross Sound Ferry to Orient Point, and then drive to 

Montauk. This trip is extremely charming if you drive through the old port town of 

Greenport, take the North Ferry to Shelter Island, and the South Ferry from Shelter 

Island to North Haven, drive through the old whaling town of Sag Harbor, and then take 

the local roads to Montauk. Drive from Mountak to NY City takes around 3h.

DISTANCES







      MILES
              KM


	Montauk
	Southampton
	29 
	
	46.66 

	Montauk
	Riverhead
	42
	
	67.58

	Montauk
	East Providence
	63
	
	101.37

	Montauk
	Westport
	63
	
	101.37

	Montauk
	Stony Brook
	64
	
	102.98

	Montauk
	Waterbury
	65
	
	104.59

	Montauk
	Farmington
	65
	
	104.59

	Montauk
	South Hampton
	76
	
	122.28

	Montauk
	Melville
	80
	
	128.72

	Montauk
	North Falmouth
	80
	
	128.72

	Montauk
	Hicksville or Stamford
	84
	
	135.16

	Montauk
	NY City
	108
	
	173.37


CLIMATE – Summer temperatures average in the upper 70s by day, going down to the high 60s to low 70s by night. Prevailing winds from the Southwest keep even the higher temperatures comfortable. Water temperatures average in the 70’s in summer. Spring arrives late due to the ocean’s moderating effect on temperature, which also causes fall to linger into November and winters to be generally mild.  

What to Wear – Montauk, much more casual and laid back than the Hamptons, does require. 

SOCIAL SCENE

The main social venues are The Tipperary Inn and The Auld Shebeen, so as you can imagine the Irish influence is quite strong in this area! The mix of warm summer weather and colourful cocktails contribute to a great atmosphere. By the end of the summer you will know all the faces! Do beware, as tales of the "night before" will find their way back to haunt you! 
There are a huge variety of water sports to choose from in Montauk. Anything from surfing and boogie boarding to ab sailing and much more. You can chose from fishing trips and whale watching. There is a ferry to Block Island, which is an enjoyable way to pass a day. You can also catch one of the local buses to go to one of the nearby towns for a shopping trip. There is also a small cinema. Montauk is also big into fishing and you will see many fishermen around.
MOUNTAK BEACHES

Ditch Plains Beach - The surfers’ beach is two miles east of the Village on the ocean with parking by permit only at the two parking areas. This popular ocean beach has beautiful cliffs rising at its western end at Rheinstein Park, restrooms, outdoor showers, and two concession trailers that serve more than just snacks. Come here to surf or watch the surfer.

Fort Pond - Montauk’s newest town beach is located right on beautiful Fort Pond Bay and a favorite beach to launch ocean kayaks and other small boats. The beach is pebbly, so take those swim shoes. Parking by permit only. No restrooms.

Gin Beach - Found at the end of East Lake Drive on Block Island Sound; great for families with children, with gentle water and sandy beaches. You can watch the boats come in and out of Montauk Harbor, or take a walk on the jetty. Parking by permit only. Restrooms, outdoor showers. 

Hither Hills State Park - Four miles west of the Village on the ocean, with lifeguards on duty Memorial Day weekend, and then daily from June 27–Labor Day. Non-campers pay an $10 parking fee. Facilities include a playground, picnic tables, outdoor showers, restrooms, a changing area, and a general store.

Kirk Park Beach - West of the Village by the IGA supermarket, this sandy beach stretches over 500 feet. In the parking lot visitors without a permit pay a $10 daily parking fee; parking is free for those with a permit. Public restrooms in the parking lot and many restaurants and stores are within walking distance, along with a park and picnic area across the street. 

South Edison Beach - Located right in the heart of the Village at the end of South Edison Street, this popular beach has a lifeguard on duty during the summer months. No public parking, restrooms, restaurants and stores nearby.

South Lake Beach - On the south end of Lake Montauk is a small, gentle beach, great for small children, with warm, shallow waters. Lifeguards on duty only for swimming lessons. Parking by permit only. Public restrooms.
ACCOMMODATION
Finding accommodation in Montauk is not the easiest thing to do. If you arrive late in June you may be in for a tough search, but most people do find something so don't be disheartened. Most people stay in motels for the summer. If you are expecting luxury you are going to be disappointed! You may have to rough it and live in cramped conditions! Typically you will be sharing your room with between three and six other people! Most motel rooms have basic kitchen facilities. Summers in Montauk are generally very busy so most people are not too bothered by the cramped living quarters; it is treated as simply a place to sleep. This '5 star' accommodation does not come cheap, most people pay between $90 and $140 per week. This may seem like a huge amount, however the rate of pay is correspondingly higher to compensate.

The Montauk Chamber of Commerce and the post office are both located in the centre of the town and are also good places to visit to check out the notice boards for both jobs and housing. This website for the Chamber of Commerce in Montauk lists phone numbers and information about accommodation in the area, and is a good resource: www.montaukchamber.com

Asking around is often a good policy, the locals know a lot of what is going on and are usually willing to help.

Here are a few suggestions on where to look:

Beach House Ocean Resort Kenny's Tipperary

5 Emerson Ave West Lake Drive

Montauk, NY 11954 Montauk, NY 11954, www.kennystipperaryinn.net, 
631-668-2700 631-668-2010, thetipperaryinn.com/map.htm
Ann Breyer’s Cottages Neptune Motel

560 West Lake Drive 83 S Euclid Ave,

Montauk, NY 11954 Montauk, NY 11954-5103

516 668 2710 631-668-4582

These are some of the main providers of accommodation for Irish students. Calling into motels may be the best way to find accommodation. Some of the hotels and businesses do provide housing for their employees, though this can be quite difficult to obtain. The Montauk Motel is another one to try, check out their website at www.montaukmotels.com, but as far as I know they only take on female students, so make sure you clarify that before you book anything. PO Box 672, Montauk NY 11954. Ph: 631 668 2704 email montaukmotel@hamptons.com . A large room with two double beds, plus full kitchen and bathroom rents for approx. $740p/week with no more than 6 people per unit. In previous years the weekly rent was reduced by almost half if students decided to stay after the 15th of September, so it would be worth enquiring about if you were going to stay until early October.

Check website for the best hostel accommodation: www.hostelworld.com or www.hiusa.org
JOBS

The best method of finding work is going from door to door and asking about vacant positions. If you think there is potential, do call back to find out if anything has opened up. The notice boards in The Chamber of Commerce and post office may also be a good source of information. Do bring some 'looking for work clothes'. You are more likely to get a job if you are dressed neatly instead of shorts and a tank top!

You may think that you will get a job as a waiter/ waitress and make a fortune, we are sorry to say that this does not often happen. The good waiting jobs are usually held from year to year, but try anyway, you never know! The wage rate here is higher than average due to the high cost of living in this area. Most people work long hours or have two jobs.

You will be expected to stay in Montauk and work until Labour Day, which is the first Monday in September. Most people receive bonuses based on whether or not they stay until this date. This can be a significant amount. You should try if possible to receive your last pay cheque before you leave.

http://www.montaukchamber.com/employment
http://www.simplyhired.com/a/local-jobs/city/l-Montauk,+NY
http://montauk-ny.ziply.com/jobs/
http://newyork.hometownlocator.com/NY/Suffolk/Montauk.cfm
For tips and information on jobs in the Montauk areas check out http://montauktheend.com/
Here are a list of restaurants and bars around Montauk that would generally hire for the summer season:

Lenny’s on the Dock Luigi’s of Montauk O’Murphy’s Pub

(631) 668-2500 (631) 668-3212 (631) 668-5005

East by Northeast Duryea’s Lobster Deck John’s Drive-In

(631) 668-2872 (631) 668-2410 (631) 668-5515

After Fishing Bar & Grill, IncBen & Jerry’s Breeze’s Café

467 East Lake Dr. Club Flamingo Road Montauk Yacht

Montauk Montauk Resort & Marina

(631) 668-6535 (631) 668-9425 1-888-MYC-8668

Café Monte Caswell’s Restaurant Crow’s Nest

Gurney’s Inn 17 S. Edison St. Restaurant

290 Old Montauk Hwy Montauk (631) 668-2077

(631) 668-2345 (631) 668-0303

Dave’s Grill Gosman’s Restaurant The Dock

Montauk Harbour West Lake Drive Town Dock

Montauk Montauk Montauk

(631) 668-9190 (631) 668-5330 (631) 668-9778

Shagwong Restaurant Shark Shack Café Surfside Inn

774 Main St. 32 South Elmwood Ave 685 Old Montauk

Montauk Montauk Hwy, Montauk

(631) 668-3050 (631) 668-0100 (631) 668-5958

Hewitts Main St. Café Kenny’s Tipperary Wok N’Roll

782 Main St. W Lake Dr. & Flaming Rd 716 Main St.

Montauk Montauk Montauk

(631) 668-2727 (631) 668-2010 (631) 668-6688

Gurney’s Inn Harvest on Fort Pond Pizza Village

The Sea Grille 11 South Emery Corner of Embassy

290 Old Montauk Hwy Montauk St. & Montauk Hwy

(631) 668-2660 (631) 668-5574 (631) 668-2232

IL Mare Ristorante Mr. John’s Pancake Trail’s End

Montauk Yacht Club & Steak House opposite the Tower

Resort & Marina Main St. Montauk

1-888-MYC-8668 (631) 668-2383 (631) 668-2133

Navy Rd. Restaurant & Bar Nick’s Restaurant Sea Breeze

Navy Road 148 South Emerson Montauk Hwy

Montauk Montauk, Montauk

(631) 668-1064 (631) 668-4800 (631) 668-9605

West Cove Seafood The Point Bar & Grill Salivar’s Restaurant

Bar & Grill Main St. & Marine Bar

Montauk Harbour (631) 668-1500 (631) 668-2555

(631) 668-2785

Gaviola’s Montauk Market

PO Box 668 W Lake Dr

Montauk

(631 668 4476)

INFO & TIPS

Tip between 15%-20% on your restaurant/bar bill or cab-fare. $1 per drink otherwise.

Minimum wage is $6.75 p/h, except in tipping positions where it's $2.83 - $3.09 p/h

If you under 21 don't look for bar/waiter/waitressing work. It's not legal to serve drink as a minor.

Take the FIRST job you get, the first 3 weeks are the most expensive of the whole summer. You can always leave when you get another one.

Negotiate when you're taking an apartment, it can't hurt & may save you a fortune.

Many grocery stores offer discount cards for customers to get extra savings (e. g., buy one get one free, or $1 off, etc.). Read local newspapers for weekly specials.

Kit out your apartment with 2nd hand stuff, it’s amazing what American’s throw out!

GET AIR CONDITIONING!
Wi-Fi ACCESS – Bring your computer for internet access at Gurney’s Inn on Old Montauk Highway, and in the Village at the Montauk Library, Lost Hope Lagoon, and 668 The Gig Shack. Many hotels and motels also provide internet access.

Computer and INTERNET ACCESS –Available at the Montauk Library (668-3377).

http://www.montauk-online.com/?s=Services/Internet+Access/WiFi+Hotspots
