                                                                    

A SLICE OF J1 ADVICE – WILDWOOD

INTRODUCTION

Wildwood, New Jersey is another hot spot for J1 travellers every summer – a wild resort with plenty to do, you’ll be guaranteed a great summer if you choose Wildwood! Check out www.therealwildwood.com for loads of information all about the area. Also, check out the Wildwood Guide and past student comments on www.j1summer.com. The site gives great info on average wages, accommodation costs and lots more!

Another great website servicing the Wildwood area is www.the-wildwoods.com. This site contains information on Real Estate agents who do summer rentals, as well as having information on the night life and it also lists a number of restaurants and their phone numbers, always handy to call up before you arrive to get a heads-up on jobs in the area.

The official website for Wildwood is the tourist office: www.gwcoc.com. Note: be careful if agreeing to take accommodation before you arrive in the US! Although it is always good to have a few options, it is best not to pay any deposits until you arrive and have actually checked out the accommodation in person. It is also quite easy to get stuck in a dodgy area if you book accommodation before you arrive, so always be sure to check out sources thoroughly before handing over any cash.

SOME WILDWOOD FACTS

The Wildwood Boardwalk extends nearly 2 miles and has more than 70,000 wooden planks.

The beaches of Wildwood are some of the very few on the East Coast of the US where the shoreline is actually growing, instead of diminishing. It's been known to grow up to 100 feet in one year.

Check out their sumptuous salt-water taffy!

Wildwood boasts the largest collection of mid-century architecture in the United States, now labelled "Doo-Wop Architecture".
http://www.wildwood.wildwood.com/
http://www.nj.com/wildwood/
http://njwildwood.com/
TRANSPORT
Your closest airport would be any of the ones in New York, buses usually run from outside the main door of the airport. This bus costs $15 and will take you to Port Authority Bus Terminal on 8th Avenue and 42nd Street (just off Times Square). Then from there you can get the New Jersey Transit, which runs almost every 2 hours and costs about $25. It takes about 3-4hours by bus to get to Wildwood.

Since a ticket is not a guarantee of a seat we recommend that you get to the terminal 45 minutes before your desired departure time. For further information check out www.njtransit.com
GETTING AROUND

The best way to get around Wildwood is by foot or bicycle. The internal transportation is not the best and students find it easier to walk everywhere as activities are in close proximity. However for trips to Atlantic City and the major cities the bus service is excellent and very frequent. Please be advised as any job found in Atlantic City will not be vetted this year due to City recession in recent employment.
THINGS TO DO

You can't visit Wildwood without taking a stroll along the boardwalk, which runs from 16th Avenue to Cresse Avenue and is approximately 2 miles long.

Morey's Piers is a must and offers over 100 exciting amusement park rides and attractions, including two large beachfront water parks, kiddie rides, roller coasters and much more!

For those who love shopping, Atlantic City is definitely the place to go.

Rent out a Jet Ski and enjoy the waves…. (6112 Park Blvd, Wildwood Crest.)

SOCIAL SCENE

Popular watering holes among J1ers include Michaels, The Harbour and The Popular. Generally the pubs are not too strict on ID. Also other good spots are:

Cheer’s Club- 3400 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood. 729-3900

H20 Night Club- 3400 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood. 729-3900

Club Dream- 3601 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood. 522-2552

Oasis Nightclub- 3511 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood. 729-2919

Stardust Club- 248 E. Schellenger Avenue, Wildwood. 522-8503

Clubs in Wildwood tend to be strict on ID so be sure to bring it on a night out.

The 24 hr casinos in Atlantic City are an excellent night out and are only a bus ride away. Also nights out in Delaware and Philadelphia should not be missed!

ACCOMMODATION

Finding accommodation in Wildwood is generally not a problem. We would recommend using real estate agents. If you find a real estate agent that you wish to use, you can check their credibility with the Chamber of Commerce.

Chamber of Commerce: Wildwood

Greater Wildwood Chamber of Commerce http://www.gwcoc.com/
3306 Pacific Avenue

Wildwood, NJ 08260

Phone: 609-729-4000

Fax: 609-729-4003

Chamber of Commerce Cape May: request@capemaychamber.com

General Information – info@gwcoc.com

For a list of Real Estate Agents the following websites contain a listing:

www.covesoft.com/capemay  
http://www.capemaytimes.com/
http://www.j1summer.com/accommodation/accommodation.php
http://www.wildwoodsnj.com/accommodations.cfm
The main street running through Wildwood is called Pacific Avenue and it’s where most of the bars and nightclubs are located. Around here is the best area to look for accommodation as it’s close to everything and right in the city centre.

Places to avoid include Wildwood Crest, which is a very expensive area where rich Americans come to stay for the summer. The people are not very tolerant of students behaving badly after a night out.

And it’s also a fair distance from the most popular bars and clubs.

If you apply for a job with Morey’s Piers they will also help you to get accommodation, which we would recommend as even if you don’t wish to take the job in the end they send you on the best places to find accommodation before you go over.

Check website for the best hostel accommodation: 
www.hostelworld.com or www.hiusa.org
JOBS

Morey’s Piers is an amusement park that regularly employs Irish J1ers for the summer – I would strongly recommend getting in touch with them before you leave Ireland to secure an interview or even a job placement. Their website is www.moreyspiers.com (http://www.moreyspiers.com/work/summer-jobs
Call 609 729 3700 or email, dbeckson@moreyspier.com. Most of their employees work as ride operators or lifeguards in the water parks. Others work on food stalls throughout the parks. They do employ a huge number of staff every summer so you’re pretty much guaranteed a job if you get in touch with them early. 
Morey’s Piers are also great in helping their employees search for accommodation – another good reason to work for them.

Although waiting tables is definitely the handiest type of job money-wise to get anywhere in America, in Wildwood it was found that most of these jobs are reserved for American students who come back to their old jobs on a yearly basis. The same goes for bar work, so don’t waste your time looking for jobs in these areas, as you’ll probably just end up disappointed.

Cleaning jobs are pretty easy to come by – with the rich society down in Wildwood Crest paying to have their houses cleaned regularly. There is also a demand for chambermaids as there are a huge number of hotels and motels in the Wildwood area. This work will generally only last for the morning hours, which leaves you plenty of time to find a second job or just work on your tan on the beautiful beaches in the afternoon.

Some places to try:

Schellenger's Restaurant Montego Bay Motel

Schellenger & Atlantic Ave 1800 Boardwalk

Wildwood, NJ 08260. North Wildwood, NJ 08260

Phone: (609) 522-0433. Phone: (609) 523-1000

Fax: (609) 522-7443. Fax: (609) 523-8984

Lollipop Motel, Acropolis Oceanfront Resort

23rd & Atlantic Ave 300 JFK Beach Drive

N. Wildwood, NJ 08260. North Wildwood, NJ 08260

Phone: (609) 729-2800. Phone: 609-523-9300

Fax: (609) 523-8667. Fax: (609) 523-1541 E-mail: info@lollipopmotel.com
Oceanview Motel, 7201 Ocean Avenue, Wildwood Crest, NJ 08260.

Phone: (609) 522-6656, Fax: (609) 522-6793. E-mail: stay@oceanviewmotel.net.
EXTRA INFO – CAPE MAY
Cape May is a small Victorian town that is extremely historic and very well preserved but it is also very expensive and pretty quiet by J1 standards. If you get a well-paid job and reasonable accommodation then you should be all right as Wildwood is only five miles away. However if you do not like the idea of commuting for a night out then Cape May would not be the place for you. In itself there is very little nightlife, and generally the type of tourists it attracts are old people who come for the small town atmosphere and families with young children who look forward to a few weeks away from city life and enjoy the safety and quiet town life in Cape May.

For those travelling to Cape May you could try this website, www.capemaytimes.com. This site give listings of all the restaurants and shops in Cape May, and it would be worthwhile getting in touch with them as most of them employ Irish students. So if you are having difficulty securing jobs or accommodation in Wildwood itself it may be an idea to check out Cape May, as it is still close enough to access the nightlife etc. One shop to look out for on these websites is the Irish souvenir shop, which has employed Irish students in the past. You could also try Wawa for work (Wawa is like a 7-11), they employ Irish people and they have previously offered subsidised rent for Irish students. 
Check out

www.wawa.com or email Donna Zagiel at donno.e.zagiel@wawa.com. Finally check out the Cape

May Day Spa & Holistic Centre by calling 609 898 1003 or email ajo@capemaydayspa.com.

Here are the addresses of a few hotels and motels in Cape May, it is always a good idea to book your first night’s accommodation before you arrive in a city to avoid dragging yourselves and your baggage from place to place when you arrive.
Hotel Clinton Paris Inn Cape Winds Motel

202 Perry Street 204 Perry Street 810 Lafayette St.

001 609 884 3993 001 609 884 8015 001 609 884 4884

001 516 799 889

http://www.wildwoodtrust.org/jobs.htm 
http://www.hometownusa.com/mo/jobs/Wildwood.html 
http://www.mywildwoodnews.com 
INFO & TIPS

Tip between 15%-20% on your restaurant/bar bill or cab-fare. $1 per drink otherwise.

Minimum wage is $7.15 p/h, except in tipping positions where it's $2.83 - $3.09 p/h

If under 21 don't look for bar/waiter/waitressing work. It's not legal to serve drink as a minor.

Take the FIRST job you get, the first 3 weeks are the most expensive of the whole summer, you can always leave when you get another one.

Negotiate when you're taking an apartment, it can't hurt & may save you a fortune.

Buy an air mattress from Kona Sports Center on Rio Grande.

Kit out your apartment with 2nd hand stuff, it’s amazing what American’s throw out!

GET AIR CONDITIONING!
WI-FI ACCESS

http://www.openwifispots.com/city_free_wifi_wireless_hotspot-Wildwood_NJ.aspx
http://www.urbanspoon.com/n/289/34548/South-Jersey/Wildwood-Crest-restaurants
