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**HIGH PRIORITY! ** 

US EMBASSY INTERVIEW  
                    
      

Dear Student, 
 

Please read the following correspondence very carefully as it relates to your mandatory interview and 
fingerprinting with the US Embassy in Dublin. 
 
US Embassy Interview Date & Time 
Please check your J1 account under “Track your application step 3” for instructions on how to book your 
US Embassy appointment. Once booked, you must enter the details into that section. 
 
US Embassy Interview Checklist  
Please ensure you bring the following when attending the US Embassy interview. 
 

o DS 2019 – You must print your official, electronic DS2019 from your InterExchange account. 
o Keep this document safe after the interview as you will need to present it to the Customs 

and Border Protection at the airport and other authorities in the US.  
o At the bottom of the DS form, you must sign and date it in blue ink only 

o (MM-DD-YYYY) and include the place of signing, i.e., Dublin, Cork, etc.  
o The DS 160 Confirmation Letter (see more instructions below) 
o Your valid passport 
o One colour, special US visa photograph - 2 inches square (50mm x 50mm) taken by the pharmacist. 

Glasses are not allowed. It must be less than 6 months old. 
 

You are obliged to check the personal details of DS2019 against your passport, before attending 
the US Embassy interview. If you find any errors, please contact the Cork office immediately on 
021 4279190. DS2019 must be kept safe after the appointment as you need it for the airport. 
 
Processing times 
Your passport will be retained by the US Embassy. In most cases, passports are released in 7-10 working 
days. Some cases can take several weeks to process. Please note: Embassy processing times are outside of 
the control of SAYITJ1. Your DS2019 will be released to you on either the interview date or with your 
passport later. If your DS2019 is not returned at the end of your interview and is not included in your 
passport, please contact us immediately at 021-4279190. 
 
Where to collect your Passport 
You will need to collect your Passport in person from the DPD office you chose when registering. You will 
be sent an email advising when your passport is ready for collection and from which depot and the 
location. Your passport CANNOT be collected while it is being processed.  
 
US Embassy location 

The US Embassy is located at 42 Eglin Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. Entrance to the Consular Section is through the 
main building entrance at the intersection to Elgin and Pembroke Roads. If you are traveling from the city centre by 
bus you may take the number 4, 4A, 5, 7, 7A, 8, 45, 63 or 84 and exit at the first stop after the Ballsbridge Hotel in 
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Ballsbridge. The Embassy is across the road. If you are traveling from the city centre by the DART you should exit at 
Landsdowne Road train station. When you leave the station, turn left and walk on Landsdowne Road through the 
traffic lights. You will come to the corner of the Ballsbridge Hotel. Turn left at Ballsbridge Hotel - you are now on 
Pembroke Road. The Embassy is across the road about 2 minutes’ walk from Ballsbridge Hotel. 

 

The Embassy does not have car parking space available for visitors. If you travel to the Embassy by car, disc parking is 
available close to the Embassy on Elgin Road, Clyde Road, Raglan Road or Herbert Park. 

 

On the day of your US Interview please note the following: 

• Arrive at the Embassy no more than 15 minutes prior to your interview. If you are late, you will not be 
interviewed.  

• DO NOT bring any large bags as storage is extremely limited. No electronic devices are allowed past 
reception. In addition, do not bring laptops, iPads, food or beverages.   

• To avoid delays clearing Embassy security do not have any metal objects about your person i.e. keys, coins, 
belts etc.  

• No liquids or semi-liquids (crèmes, including cosmetics).    

• Dress casually but smartly! 

 
IF YOU DO NOT ADHERE TO THE ABOVE THE US EMBASSY WILL CANCEL YOUR INTERVIEW!  
If you are not interviewed for any reason, you must contact SAYIT in Cork 021-4279190 immediately. 
 
DS 160 Confirmation Letter 
Please complete the DS160 application at least 5 days prior to your interview date.  For full details on how to 
complete the DS 160 please visit the J1 account. Failure to complete this in time may result in you not being 
interviewed. 

 
J1 size visa photograph 
The photograph must be attached to the DS-160 confirmation page with a paper clip. Bring a colour photograph. It 
must be less than 6 months old, 2 inches square (50mm x 50mm). For full details on the photographic requirements 
please visit the J1 account. Glasses not allowed in the photo. 

 
All Students 
The US Embassy requires all students to have read and understood the “Are You Coming to The United States 
Temporarily to Work or Study?” document. The document is available in the J1 account. During your visa interview, 
the Consular Officer will make sure you are aware of your legal rights and protections.  
 
All applicants must be currently enrolled and participating in full-time post-secondary studies that culminate in a 
degree. Students enrolled in a programme of 2 years or less must demonstrate that their studies lead to a degree 
programme and show intent to pursue that degree. A letter from a Course Coordinator / Head of Department stating 
your intent and eligibility to continue to a degree course should be provided. If you have applied to  
the CAO brings evidence of this. 
 

Final Year Students Only! 
US Government regulations require consular officers to assume that all non-immigrant visa applicants are 
intending to immigrate to the US.  You are responsible for proving to the consular officer that you plan to return 
home after completing your J1 exchange experience. 
 
A letter from a Course Coordinator / Head of Department stating your intent or confirming that you will be 
returning to full-time education following your J1 and continuing with at least one more year of full-time study. 
This must lead to a degree or higher qualification. OR a letter from a bona fide employer offering a full-time 
position on your return from the US. 
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